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NOTES AND NEWS 



To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods: 

During the last meeting of the American Philosophical Association 
one frequently heard the following as an argument against realism: How 
can the same object be both red to A and green to B, present parallel 
sides to one observer and convergent sides to another, etc., etc. Professor 
Miller argued, if I understood him rightly, that since the same object 
appeared differently from an indefinite number of different points of view, 
a realistic interpretation would involve the absurdity that the same object 
is or has all these different forms. Now, the other night I attended a 
meeting in which the guest of honor was father to one, brother to another, 
uncle to a third, professional associate to a fourth, teacher to a fifth, and 
bore a number of other relations to the others who had gathered to honor 
him, while at the same time and in the same meaning of the word, he was 
a friend to all those present. As no one has yet maintained that A is 
father to B only when B is conscious of the relation, the incident suggests 
that there is nothing impossible in the same object bearing an indefinite 
number of real relations to an indefinite number of different bodies, and 
at the same time bearing exactly the same relation to any number of 
different bodies. The incident and its suggestion are doubtless dreadfully 
commonplace and trivial. But I can not help thinking that there is 
something wrong with a philosophic attitude that asks how can such 
trivial things be. 

Respectfully yours, 

COIXEGE OF THE ClTY OF NEW YORK, MORRIS R. COHEN. 

January 6. 
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The sixth annual meeting of the Southern Society for Philosophy and 
Psychology was held at Chattanooga, Tennessee, December 27 and 28, 
1910. The meetings were presided over by Professor Edward Franklin 
Buchner, who delivered the presidential address on the topic, "Learning 
and Forgetting." The officers elected for the year 1911 are: president, 
Dr. Shepherd Ivory Franz, Government Hospital for the Insane; vice- 
president, Professor A. Caswell Ellis, University of Texas; secretary- 
treasurer, Professor R. M. Ogden, University of Tennessee. Vacancies in 
the council were filled to constitute that body as follows : for a three-year 
term, Professors E. F. Buchner, Johns Hopkins University, and W. B. 
Smith, Tulane University ; for a two-year term, Professor Bruce R. Payne, 
University of Virginia, and President H. J. Pearce, Brenau College; for 
a one-year term, Professors David Spence Hill, Peabody College for 
Teachers, and W. C. Ruediger, George Washington University. It was 
voted to hold the next meeting of the society at Washington, D. C, in 
affiliation with the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
provided the American Psychological and Philosophical Associations meet 
at the same place and time. 

The Fourth International Congress of Philosophy, which is to be held 
at Bologna April 6-11 of the current year, will be divided into eight sec- 
tions : General Philosophy and Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, Logic 
and Theory of Science, Ethics, Philosophy of Religion, Philosophy of 
Right, Esthetics and Methods of Criticism, Psychology. The following 
papers will be presented : S. Arrenius, " Ueber den Ursprung des Gestirn- 
kultus " ; G. Barzellotti, " Filosofia e storia della filosofia " ; E. Boutroux, 
" Du rapport de la philosophie aux sciences " ; R. Eucken, " Die Auf gaben 
der Philosophie im Kulturleben der Gegenwart " ; P. Langevin, " L'evolu- 
tion du mecanisme " ; W. Ostwald, " Elementare Begriffe und die Gesetze 
ihrer Verbindung " ; H. Poincare, "La definition"; F. C. S. Schiller, 
"Error"; C. F. Stout, "The Interrelation of Objects and Ejects"; 
F. Tocco, "La questione platonica"; W. Windelband, "Die Metaphysik 
der Zeit"; A. Riehl, "Fortbildung Rautischer Gedanken in der Philo- 
sophie der Gegenwart." There will be a discussion on " The Task of 
Contemporary Philosophy," introduced by H. Bergson with a reply by A. 
Chiapelli, and on " Judgments of Value and Judgments of Reality," 
introduced by E. Darkheim. 

A lectureship on the history and institutions of the United States 
has been established at Oxford, to be held by American scholars. The 
subject-matter of the lectureship is to be the political, institutional, eco- 
nomic or social history or conditions of the United States. 

Dr. Gunther Jacoby, privatdocent at the University of Griefswald, 
and research fellow in philosophy at Harvard University, is giving a 
course of seven lectures on " Schopenhauer," the first of which was deliv- 
ered January 6. The lectures are open to members of Harvard University. 

At the University of Pennsylvania Dr. Arthur Holmes and Dr. F. M. 
Urban have been made assistant professors of psychology, and Mr. S. F. 
Fernberger has been made instructor in psychology. 



